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INTRODUCTION

The thirty-fifth annual report, Part II, of the Public Health

Statistics Section, formerly known as the Bureau of Vital Statis-

tics, presents tabular information regarding North Carolina's

population, births, deaths, and stillbirths. The majority of the

tabulations are by place of residence; selected tabulations, in

whole or in part, are given by place of occurrence. Communicable
disease morbidity data are shown in Part I of the annual report

of the section which is printed separately.

The first annual report appeared in 1914. Subsequent reports

have been published annually since that time with the exception

of the years 1918 and 1919.

Certificates of births, deaths, and stillbirths occurring in 1950

that were filed in 1950 and the first three months of 1951 are in-

cluded in this report. It is estimated that vital events occurring

in 1950 but reported after the first three months of 1951 will

comprise less than two per cent of the total 1950 events. There

are strong indications that registration in the state has been im-

proving in recent years. The certificates are more complete and

accurate and on the average have been filed more promptly.

In 1950, a tabulation was made of all birth and death certifi-

cates filed in 1950 by year of occurrence. This was done in an
effort to determine the per cent of certificates filed in time to be

included in an annual report as compared with those filed too

late to be included. The results of the tabulation are shown in

Table 11 of this report. This tabulation was prepared by county

of residence in order to make available a correction factor that

could be used by each county to more accurately calculate the

natality and mortality rates, instead of the rates derived from
the published figures.

For example, Wayne County, with a population of 64,267, had
1,647 live births in 1950. The crude birth rate per 1,000 popula-

tion was 25.6. However, by referring to Table 11, page 32 of

this report, it may be seen that while 1,647 resident live birth

certificates were received in 1950 for Wayne County, only 1,527

of these or 92.7% represented vital events for 1949 or 1950

which were received in time to be included in either the 1949

or the 1950 annual report. Therefore, the conventional crude

rate of 25.6 per 1,000 population is understated by 7.3%. By
dividing the conventional rate, 25.6 by 92.7%, the per cent on
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time, and multiplying by 100, a more accurate crude rate of 28.4

instead of 25.6 is obtained. Similar corrections can be made for

all other counties, both for births and deaths.

Birth-Registration Test

At the time the 1950 Census of North Carolina's population

was taken, the census enumerators prepared a special infant

card for each child born during the period, January 1—March

31, 1950 and who was still alive April 1, 1950. These cards

were then matched against birth certificates on file in the state

office to determine the percentage of children born during the

period who had a certificate registered in the state office no later

than December 31, 1950.

The preliminary results indicated that 96.1% of the certifi-

cates were on file. This compares very favorably with the re-

sults of a similar test conducted in 1940. At that time, only

86.1% of the certificates were on file. The preliminary results

are published in Table 3, page 16 by color and attendant.

When the data from Table 11 are compared with those in

Table 3, it is apparent in most instances that those counties with

a large percentage of their certificates on time had a correspond-

ingly high per cent of certificates on file. In other words, there

is a positive correlation between these two factors in birth reg-

istration. For example, New Hanover filed 99.8% of their

birth certificates in time to be included in an annual report.

The Birth Registration Test indicated that 99.3% of their

certificates were registered during the test period—both results

are very good, comparatively.

Population

The population data in this report are furnished by the U. S.

Census Bureau and are as of April 1, 1950. The rates for 1950

are based on the population as enumerated and no attempt was

made to estimate the population as of July 1, 1950 since it was

felt that most users would prefer the census count to estimates.

The population of North Carolina as of April 1, 1950 was

4,061,929. This total represents a population gain of 490,306

people (13.7% increase) over the 1940 total of 3,571,623.

Natality

In 1950, there were 104,958 live births occurring to mothers

who were residents of the state. All births were allocated to the

place of residence of the mother regardless of the place of birth
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or the length of residence. Births occurring in hospitals, sana-

toria, and all other institutions, were allocated to the place

where the mother lived. Births occurring on military bases to

military personnel were allocated according to the residence

shown on the certificate. The crude birth rate was 25.8 births

per 1,000 population . There were 69,394 white births and

35,564 nonwhite births. For the fifth consecutive year, over

100,000 births were recorded.

This state defines a stillbirth as a fetus showing no evidence

of life after complete birth if the twentieth week of gestation

has been reached. There were 2,540 resident stillbirths report-

ed resulting in a rate of 24.2 stillbirths per 1,000 live births. If

stillbirths were considered as a single cause of death, they

would rank fourth between cancer and nonmotor vehicle acci-

dents as a leading cause of death.

Mortality

There were 30,796 resident deaths recorded in 1950. The
crude death rate was 7.6 deaths per 1,000 population. Diseases

of the heart, as they have for the last 30 years, were responsible

for more deaths than any other cause, accounting for approxi-

mately one-third of all deaths for the year.

All mortality statistics shown by cause in this report are

classified according to the Sixth Decennial Revision of the In-

ternational Lists of Diseases and Causes of Death. This is the

second year that this revised statistical code has been applied

to the causes of death ; therefore, some attention must be given

to the effects of the revision on certain causes of death before

comparison with previous years can be made accurately.

The most important feature of this revised classification pro-

cedure is the emphasis that is placed on the underlying cause

of death, as determined by the attending physician. The phy-
sician's statement is used as the determining factor when two
or more causes of death are entered. For the decade 1939-1948,

the selection of the cause of death for tabulation was made
according to joint-cause rules which established priority of

cause on certain factors rather than on the physician's opinion.

In Table 17, regarding deaths from selected causes, 1916-

1950, it is necessary to take into consideration the effect of the
revision of the International List and of the joint cause of death
coding procedure. A comparability ratio is shown which is cal-
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culated from the approximate change that has taken place due
to coding revisions between 1949, 1950 and prior years, 1939-

1948. This ratio was obtained by classifying deaths according

to the Fifth Revision of the International Code as well as by the

Sixth Revision and then basing the ratio on the changes derived.

Hospital Data

All tables in this report which reflect events occurring in hos-

pitals are based on the general and allied hospital definition of

the N. C. Medical Care Commission. A hospital is defined as a

place where two or more nonrelated individuals reside 24 hours

or more on the premises and receive medical care over and above
any domiciliary care.

Infant and Maternal Mortality

There were 3,632 infant deaths and 123 maternal deaths re-

ported. The resultant infant and maternal deaths per 1,000

live births were 34.6 and 1.2, respectively. The infant mortality

rate was the lowest on record. The maternal mortality rate was
identical with that for 1949 which was lower than for any pre-

vious year. The actual number of infant and maternal deaths

also represent a new low dating back to 1914.

In 1918, there was an all-time high rate of 101.8 infant deaths

per 1,000 live births. The previous high year for maternal
deaths was also in 1918 when there were 10.8 maternal deaths

per 1,000 live births. The infant mortality rate was three times

as high thirty-one years ago as it was in 1950 while the ma-
ternal rate was nine times as high at that time.

Rates

All rates shown in this report are crude rates unless other-

wise specified. Such rates have not been adjusted for differences

in the age, sex, color, rural or urban distribution of the popula-

tion, or for under-registration or late reporting. Such factor

should be kept in mind when comparing two different areas or

time periods.

Changes in This Report

Each year, this office is asked for varying types of vital sta-

tistics information which indicates the necessity for preparing
additional tabulations. Every effort has been made to include
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those tabulations with data most frequently requested. In most

cases, information given in a previous annual report but not

included in this report, may be obtained by request.

Tables, new or revised, appearing in this report are as fol-

lows:

Table 1.—Population by color: North Carolina and each coun-

ty, showing incorporated places of 2,500 population and

over, April 1, 1950

Table 2.—Population by age and sex showing color distribu-

tion: North Carolina, urban and rural, 1950

Table 3.—Birth-Registration Test by race and person in at-

tendance: North Carolina, each county, and each city

having a population of 10,000 or more, 1940 and 1950

Table 4.—Live births and deaths with crude rates per 1,000

population, also infant and maternal deaths with rates

per 1,000 live births : North Carolina, 1914-1950

Table 11.—Resident live births and deaths filed in 1950 show-

ing number received in time to be included in 1949 or

1950 annual reports: North Carolina and each county
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Table 1.

—

Population by Color: North Carolina and Each County, Showing
Incorporated Places of 2,500 Population and Over, April 1, 1950
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Table 1

—

Continued
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Table 3.

—

Birth-Registration Test by Race and Person in Attendance:
North Carolina, Each County, and Each City Having a Population of
10,000 OR More, 1940 and 1950

(Preliminary results of birth-registration test conducted by United States Census Bureau, Na-
tional Office of Vital Statistics, and North Carolina State Board of Health)

1940 Birth-

Registration

Test

Per Cent

Matched

1950 Birth-Registration Test Per Cent Matched

Attended By:

Physician

In Hospital Not In Hospital

Midwife, Other,

And

Unspecified

NORTH CAROLINA.

Alamance

Burlington-

Alexander

Alleghany

Anson

Ashe

Avery

Beaufort

Bertie

Bladen

Brunswick

Buncombe

Asheville-..

Burke --
Cabarrus

Concord

Caldwell

Camden

Carteret

Caswell.

Catawba

Hickory

Chatham

Cherokee

Chowan

Clay

Cleveland

Shelby

Columbus

Craven

New Bern—
Cumberland.

-

Fayetteville.

Currituck

Dare

Davidson

Lexington .

.

Thomasville

Davie

Duplin

84.5

86.5

79.2

89.9

76.9

88.7

87.9

86.2

89.9

81.7

91.5

94.4

81.4

81.0

51.4

91.4

87.1

96.3

77.9

88.4

77.4

82.7

91.3

72.9

80.3

76.8

88.5

81.7

96.3

82.9

77.8

78.3

82.9

96.6

95.1

97.7

96.1

92.3

97.0

100.0

79.2

96.6

92.9

99.0

93.5

98.1

94.4

97.6

98.1

99.1

97.8

100.0

98.5

92.9

99.2

92.8

99.2

99.2

96.3

93.9

100.0

91.7

97.8

98.1

94.1

97.4

97.9

97.1

94.1

95.7

90.0

97.7

99.5

95.0

93.3

93.1

97.5

95.5

97.2

100.0

76.2

92.7

99.0

95.8

100.0

95.7

92.9

98.0

99.0

99.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

99.4

99.1

100.0

94.6

100.0

91.7

98.8

98.2

97.5

• 97.5

97.0

97.2

93.6

100.0

88.9

97.8

94.1

94.9

83 .-5

94.1

100.0

100.0

95.3

100.0

97.5

93.5

100.0

98.8

98.7

100.0

92.5

100.0

100.0

90.9

95.2

91.2

97.8

100.0

90.9

66.7

100.0

94.8

97.6

89.7

97.2

100.0

96.9

94.7

91.7

100.0

97.5

100.0

100.0

92.3

91.5

97.6

97.2

100.0

100.0

100.0

96.7

100.0

100.0

100.0

99.8

99.8

99.5

100.0

100.0

99.5

100.0

96.4

100.0

98.5

98.1

100.0

98.6

97.5

97.9

94.9

100.0

100.0

97.9

77.8

100.0

100.0

79.2

91.3

60.9

100.0

70.8

97.1

96.2

100.0

88.9

83.3

75.0

62.5

98.1

50.0

100.0

89.3

100.0

100.0

96.9

75.0

100.0

89.5

100.0

100.0

84.2

93.3

100.0

90.0

100.0

94.7

100.0

100.0

92.9

94.6

90.2

25.0

80.0

100.0

100.0

33.3

71.4

100.0

92.9

95.1

90.9

66.7

60.0

90.9

100.0

100.0

91.2

100.0

94.7

100.0

96.7

92.2

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0



NoKTH Carolina Public Health Statistics Section

Table 3
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1940 Birth-

Registration

Test

Per Cent

Matched

1950 Birth-Registration Test Per Cent Matched

Attended By:

Physician

In Hospital Not In Hospital

Midwife, Other

And

Unspecified

Durham-

Durham—
Edgecombe

Rocky Mount.

Forsyth...

Winston-Salem

Franklin

Gaston

Gastonia

Gates..

Graham

Granville

Greene...

Guilford

Greensboro

High Point....

Halifax

Harnett

Haywood

Henderson

Hertford

Hoke

Hyde

Iredell

Statesville

Jackson

Johnston

Jones

Lee.

Lenoir

Kinston

Lincoln

McDowell

Macon

Madison

Martin..

Mecklenburg

Charlotte.

MitcheU

Montgomery

Moore

Nash

Rooky Mount.

New Hanover

Wilmington

Northampton

Onslow

95.8

93.2

93.3

94.2

75.5

84.2

78.0

88.7

90.7

91.3

91.6

83.2

85.9

85.8

91.4

92.0

89.3

94.2

83.8

82.0

90.8

83.2

84.4

89.0

87.7

87.2

82.0

89.3

82.2

80.5

82.1

90.4

90.8

90.7

95.3

97.9

91.1

99.7

99.9

98.1

98.6

98.3

98.6

92.1

89.1

88.8

100.0

93.8

97.5

94.9

97.3

97.6

99.1

96.1

97.3

98.3

94.7

85.7

100.0

99.3

99.6

89.8

95.9

90.0

98.4

97.2

94.6

92.9

98.1

99.1

98.1

93.2

95.9

98.2

100.0

99.3

99.3

91.6

97.6

99.8

99.8

100.0

100.0

99.2

99.4

96.9

90.2

90.7

100.0

93.5

97.3

98.8

100.0

86.7

100.0

99.4

99.5

90.2

97.8

50.0

99.5

95.6

91.7

95.9

90.4

100.0

99.4

99.8

98.1

100.0

97.8

99.1

100.0

99.6

99.6

100.0

97.1

96.8

96.2

96.7

90.7

84.6

79.1

100.0

100.0

96.3

95.9

90.3

89.1

93.4

98.9

90.6

100.0

91.5

85.5

100.0

98.9

100.0

83.3

92.1

92.9

96.0

94.5

93.8

90.3

100.0

90.2

93.7

96.4

100.0

80.0

92.8

97.0

100.0

98.4

98.4

90.8

88.7

100.0

99.0

100.0

89.1

89.3

100.0

100.0

100.0

99.2

100.0

99.7

99.6

100.0

98.2

98.2

95.5

91.7

96.2

100.0

100.0

99.5

99.6

98.7

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

99.5

100.0

99.7

100.0

100.0

97.3

100.0

90.8

92.5

83.0

92.4

80.0

100.0

96.4

96.7

84.1

83.3

96.7

91.1

83.3

94.7

92.9

85.7

100.0

94.1

100.0

75.6

93.1

85.7

100.0

96.1

100.0

100.0

100.0

93.3

83.3

98.9

52.9

50.0

93.3

86.4

70.0

96.5

100.0

100.0

100.0

91.2
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Table 3

—

Continued

1940 Birth-

Registration

Test

Per Cent

Matched

1950 Birth-Registration Test Per Cent Matched

Attended By:

Physician

In Hospital Not In Hospital

Midwife, Other,,

And

Unspecified

Orange

Pamlico

Pasquotank

Elizabeth City

Pender.-

Perquimans

Person

Pitt

Greenville

Polk

Randolph

Richmond

Robeson

Rockingham

Reidsville

Rowan

Salisbury

Rutherford

Sampson

Scotland

Stanly

Stokes

Surry . - -

Swain

Transylvania

Tyrrell

Union

Vance

Wake
Raleigh

Warren

Washington

Watauga

Wayne

Goldsboro

Wilkes -..

Wilson. I

Wilson

Yadkin

Yancey

89.0

91.7

77.5

77.1

90.4

79.2

75.0

70.8

68.9

87.1

93.5

92.7

69.1

91.6

87.9

83.3

86.0

95.5

90.3

82.1

87.1

78.5

81.4

84.1

85.0

93.7

78.0

94.1

88.5

96.4

96.9

98.5

96.2

95.3

98.3

95.3

95.0

95.5

100.0

95.2

95.0

92.5

89.0

88.3

93.7

93.9

95.4

100.0

95.0

99.0

100.0

75.0

97.8

97.2

99.0

88.7

98.2

93.0

91.1

94.2

94.2

98.4

95.7

94.0

94.8

100.0

98.4

97.7

84.6

100.0

98.9

100.0

100.0

100.0

93.5

94.0

94.8

96.4

97.3

100.0

80.6

96.3

92.5

96.4

94.4

97.4

91.8

90.6

76.1

91.7

81.0

71.1

92.9

92.0

97.4

94.8

95.7

81.5

82.4

95.2

100.0

77.8

100.0

90.4

91.3

97.4

100.0

93.8

82.1

100.0

83.2

76.2

72.7

91.0

91.8

100.0

100.0

100.0

90.7

90.3

100.0

92.9

87.9

94.1

94.1

94.4

100.0

99.6

100.0

83.3

100.0

98.3

100.0

100.0

100.0

96.4

95.6

93.8

97.8

96.5

96.5

95.2

97.4

100.0

100.0

96.4

85.7

89.7

97.0

85.7

66.7

98.0

95.9

86.7

50.0

90.0

83.3

94.2

87.9

93.8

97.8

92.5

100.0

87.1

93.5

89.5

95.7

100.0

88.2

96.4

84.2

88.2

88.7

91.0

78.6

100.0

68.4

93.8

92.1

lOO.O

96.1

97.2

100.0

91.5

84.2

75.0

66.7

84.6

74.8

88.9

100.0

100.0

80.0

93.9

93.3

60.0

50.0

100.0

91.3

88. ft

98.2

100.0

65.0

44.4

85.7

90.7

95.2

92.9
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Table 4.^Live Births and Deaths with Crude Rates Per 1,000 Population,
Also Infant and Maternal Deaths with Rates Per 1,000 Live Births:
North Carolina, 1914-1950*

Population

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Maternal Deaths

Number Rate

2,421,191

2,472,635

2,513,146

2,546,323

2,521,891

71,931a

79,409a

76,658

76,290

75,525

32.1

30.5

30.0

29.9

29,044

31,324

31,389

33,969

42,274

12.0

12.7

12.5

13.3

6,497

6,808

7,112

7,601

7,686 101.8

524

486

593

629

2,534,828

2,587,536

2,650,711

2,699,923

2,761,364

73,854

81,407

88,466

81,871

84,158

29.1

31.5

33.4

30.3

30.5

30,947

32.654

29,454

30,821

32,142

12.2

12.6

11.1

11.4

11.6

6,223

6,909

6,633

6,510

6,813

75.0

79.5

81.0

2,830,151

2,894,514

2,959,392

3,027,006

3,082,380

87,540

82,202

83..330

28.9

27.8

27.5

26.2

33,238

32,548

34,562

32,917

11.2

11.7

10.9

11.7

7,208

6,595

6,769

6,588

6,935

82.3

79.1

85.7

678

725

726

547

635

3,133,082

3,171,108

3,206,641

3,264,916

3,318,377

77,161

76,772

74,799

77,902

75.422

24.6

24.2

23.3

23.9

22.7

35,782

33,116

31,051

30,547

11.8

11.3

10.3

9.5

6,106

6,037

5.455

5.183

4,977

79.1

78.6

72.9

66.5

66.0

529

514

3,359,276

3,380,227

3,400,525

3,432,099

3,475,530

79,704

78,753

76,182

23.7

23.3

22.4

23.0

23.0

35,180

33,485

35,630

33,981

33,599

10.5

9.9

10.5

9.9

9.7

6,212

5,422

5,247

5,180

5,487

,531,938

,571,623

,670,017

,665,373

,683,037

79,133b

80,455

84,595

89,854

94,568

22.4

22.5

23.1

24.5

25.7

31,652b

31,904

31.752

29,414

29,971

5,053

4,342

4,416

59.1

57.6

59.7

48.3

46.7

3,594,865

3,514.297

3,640,645

3,718,000

3,798,000

90,629

87,401

100,679

112,877

109,430

25.2

24.9

27.7

30.4

28.8

29,390

28,897

28,724

30, 187

30,161

3,742

3.938

3,837

37.2

34.9

35.3

371b

412

4,003,775

4,061,929

107.970

104.958

27.0

25.8

31,009

30,796

4,113

3,632

38.1

34.6

• All population estimates by U. S. Census Bureau. Census years 1920, 1930, 1940, 1950 not estimated. Number

births and deaths revised in accordance with national reports published 1917-1949 for births and 1916-1949 for deaths.

a StiUbirths included in births 1914, 1915.

b Births, deaths, infant deaths, and maternal deaths by place of residence, 1939-1950; previous years by occurrence.
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Table 9.

—

Resident Cases of Plural Births Classified by Number of Chil-
dren Born Alive and Stillborn, and by Color, Sex: North Carolina, 1950

Sex and Status at Birth
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Table 10.

—

Resident Live Births by Age of Mother,.
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«T Age of Father: North Carolina, 1950

Age of Mother in Years
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Table 11.

—

Resident Live Births and Deaths Filed in 1950 Showing Number
Received in Time to be Included in 1949 or 1950 Annual Reports: North
Carolina and Each County

Total

Filed in

1950

Filed in time to be in-

eluded in 1949 or 1950

annual reports

Number

Total

Filed in

1950

Filed in time to be in-

cluded in 1949 or 1950

annual reports

NORTH CAROLINA

Alamance -.

Alexander

Alleghany...

Anson..

Ashe

Avery

Beaufort

Bertie

Bladen

Brunswick

Buncombe

Burke..

Cabarrus

Caldwell....

Camden

Carteret ,

Caswell

Catawba...

Chatham

Cherokee

Chowan..

Clay

Cleveland- -.

Columbus

Craven

Cumberland

Currituck

Dare

Davidson

Davie

Duplin

Durham

Edgecombe

Forsyth

Franklin

1,643

346

129

790 98.5

92.1

434

127

77

220

163

1,073

832

907

538

359

1,070

537

99.7

98.8

98.3

75

367

248

217

135

247

215

135

2,787

1,038

1,458

1,244

2,768

1,021

1,449

1,237

133

99.3

98.4

99.4

97.8

1,040

244

403

292

49

627

553

,656

612

411 391

99.5

99.5

99.0

99.3

95.1

375

141

1,821

1,513

1,478

374

126

1,787

1,437

1,472

99.7

89.4

95.0

99.6

3,441

135

110

1,508

3,414

133

110

1,493

337

99.2

98.5

100.0

99.0

1,152

2,313

1,669

3,737

831

1,134

2,310

1,646

3,676

!.4

98.6

98.6

396

763

443

1,194

298

761

440
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Table 11

—

Continued

33

Live Births

Total

Filed in

1950

Filed in time to be in-

cluded in 1949 or 1950

annual reports

Number Per Cent

Total

Filed in

1950

Filed in time to be in-

cluded in 1949 or 1950

annual reports

Gaston

Gates.

Graham

Granville

Greene .-

Guilford

Halifax

Harnett

Haywood

Henderson

Hertford

Hoke

Hyde

IredeU

Jackson

Johnston

Jones.-

Lee

Lenoir

Lincoln

McDowell

Macon

Madison

Martin

Mecklenburg

-

Mitchell

Montgomery.

Moore

Nash.

New Hanover

Northampton.

Onslow

Orange

PamUco

Pasquotank..

Pender

Perquimans..

Person..

Pitt

Polk

2,786

221

185

97.7

99.5

93.9

257

155

4,500
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Table 11

—

Continued
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Table 12.

—

Resident Deaths (Excluding Stillbirths) from

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

NORTH CAROLINA.

.Total..

Male--.

Female

-

Femile

Infective and Parasitic Diseases

White Total-..

Male..-

Female.

Other Total..

M-le...

Female

-

Tuberculosis of respiratory system

White.

Other.

.Male—
Female..

.Male

Female.

Tuberculosis of meninges and central nervous system

White Male...

Female.

Other Male...

Female

-

Tuberculosis of intestines, peritoneum, and mesenteric glands

White Male.-.

Tuberculosis of bones and joints

Tuberculosis, all other forms

White Male

Other Male-..

Female.

White-

Other.

-Male

Female.

-Male..,

Female.

Congenital syphili?

Tabes dorsalia

White.

Other..

-Male-.

.Male...

Female

-

White.

Other..

.Male...

Female.

-Male.-.

20,089

11,826

10,707

5,722

4,985



North Cabolina Public Health Statistics Section 37

Each Cause by Age, Colob, and Sex: North Carolina, 1950
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Table 12-
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Table 12-

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

Septicemia and pyemia

Diphtheria

Whooping cough

Meningococcal infections

Vincent's infection

Acute poliomyelitis

Late effects of acute poliomyelitii

Acute infectious encephalitis

White Male-
Female.

Other Male...

Female.

White- Male...

Female.

Other Male...

Female.

White...- Male...

Female.

Other Male...

Female.

White Male...

Female.

Other Male...

Female.

Other. Female.

White Male...

Female.

Other Male...

White Female

White Male...

Female

White Male...

Female

Other Male...

Female

White ..Male...

Female

White Male-.,

Female

Other Male-..

Female
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Table 12
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Table 12—

1'§a

5

2,153

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

Malignant neoplasm of buccal cavity and pharynx

White ...Male

Female....

Other Male

Female

Malignant neoplasm of esophagus

White Male

Female

Other ...-Male

Female

Malignant neoplasm of stomach

White ...Male

Female ...

Other Male

Fema'e

Malignant neoplasm of intestines, except rectum

White. Male

Female

Other... Male

Female

Malignant neoplasm of rectum

White .Male

Female

Other Male

Female....

Ma'ignant neoplasm of biliary passages and of liver (stated to be

primiry site)

White Male

Female

—

Other.. Male

Female

Mf lignant neoplasm of liver not specified whether primary or

sejondary

White Male

Female....

Other Male

Female

Malignant neoplasm of pancreas

White Male

Female

Other ...Male

Female

Malignant neoplasm of peritoneum ai.d of unspecified digestive

frgans White Male

Female

Other Female
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Table 12-
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Table 12-

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

Ma'ignant neoplasm of kidney

White
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Table 12-

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

Leukemia and aleukemia

White.

Other..

.Male-
Female

.

-Male...

Female.

Lymphosarcoma and other neoplasms of lymphatic and hematopoietic

tissues

White...

Other...

.Male...,

Female.

.Male....

Female.

Benign neoplasms end neoplasms of unspecified nature

White Male...

Female.

Other Male...

Female.

Allergic, Enbocrine System, Metabolic, and Nutritional

Diseases; IV. Diseases of the Blood and Blood-

FORMiNQ Oeqans

White Total

Male

Female

Other Total

Male

Female

Asthma

Nontoxic goiter

White.

Other.

.Male...

Female

-

.Male...

Female.

White Female.

Other Female.

Thyrotoxicosis with or without goiter

White.

.Male...

Female.

Diabetes meUitus

Diseases of pituitary gland

White.

Other..

.Male-
Female.

.Male...

Female.
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Table 12-
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Table 12—
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Table 12—

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

Epilepsy

White ..Male-
Female.

Other Male...

Female.

White.

Other..

Otitis media and mastoiditi

White Male...

Female

-

Other Male...

Other diseases of nervous system and sense organs

White ....Male...

Female.

Other Male...

Female.

Diseases of the Circulatory System

White. .Total..

Male...

Female

-

-Total..

Male...

Female.

Rheumatic fever

Chronic rheumatic heart disease

-Male

Female.

.Male

Female.

.Male....

Female.

.Male

Female.

Arteriosclerotic heart disease, including coronary disease

White.... Male...

Female.

Other Male...

Female.

7,743

4,790

2,953

3,318

1,737

1,581

2,603

1.228

514

394
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Table 12—
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Table 12

—

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

Diseases of the Respiratory System

White. .Total...

Male...

Female.

.Total...

Male...

Female.

Acute upper respiratory infections

White.

Other., .Male...

Female.

White Male...

Female.

Other Male...

Female

-

Lobar pneumonia

Bronchopneumonia

White...- .Male...

Female.

Other Male...

Female.

White.

Other..

.Male...

Female

-

.Male...

Female.

Primary atypical, other and unspecified

White. .Male...

Female.

.Male...

Female.

Acute bronchitis

White.

Other.

-Male...

Female

-

-Male...

Female.

Bronchitis, chronic and unqualified

Other Male...

Female.

Hypertrophy of tonsils and adenoids

White -Female.

Other Male...

Female

-

175

105

70

317

155.

162
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Table 12—

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

Abortion without mention of sepsis or toxemia

White

Other

Abortion with sepsis

White-

Other..

Abortion with toxemia, without mention of sepsis

Other

Other complications of pregnancy, childbirth, and puerperium

White.

Other-.

Diseases of the Skin and Cellular Tissue; XIII. Diseases

OF THE Bones and Organs of Movement
White Total

White Male

Female

Other Total

Male

Female

Infections of skin and subcutaneous tissue

White. .Male...

Female.

-Malc-.-

Female.

Arthritis and spondylitis

White.

Other..

.Male...

Female.

-Male...

Female

-

Muscular rheumatii and rheumatism, unspecified

White Female.

Other Female-

Osteomyelitis and periostitis

White.

Other.

-Male-.

.Male.-

Female

All other diseases of skin and musculoskeletal system

White Male...

Female.

her Male...

Female.
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Table 12—

750,

752,753,

755-759

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

Congenital Malformations

Spina bifida and meningocele

White Total...

Male-
Female.

Other .Total...

Male....

Female.

White. -Male...

Female.

.Male...

Female.

Congenital malformations of circulatory system

White .Male...

Female.

-Male

Female.

All other congenital malformations

.Male...

Female.

.Male...

Female.

Certain Diseases of Earlt Infancy

White. -Total...

Male...

Female.

-Total...

Male....

Female.

Birth injuries

Postnatal asphyxia and atelectasis

.Male—

,

Female.

-Male

Female.

Other.

-Male....

Female.

-Male

Female.

Pneumonia of newborn

Diarrhea of newborn

.Male...

Female.

.Male...

Female.

.Male...

Female.

.Male...

Female

-

1,062

629
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Table 12-
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Table IB-

Cause of Death, Color, and Sex

Accident caused by electric current

White.

Other..

-Male...

Female.

-Male...

Accident caused by fire and explosion of combustible material

White Male....

Female..

Other Male....

Female.

Accident caused by conflagration

White.

Other.,

.Male...

Female.

.Male...

Female.

Accident caused by hot substance, corrosive liquid, steam, and radiation

White Male

Female

Other Male

Female

Accident caused by firearm

White Male

Female

Other Male

Female

Inhalation and ingestion of food and other object causing obstruction

or suffocation

White.. ...Male

Female

Other... .Male

Female

Accidental mechanical suffocation in bed and cradle

White Male

Female.

Other. ....Male...

Female.

Accidents caused by venomous animals and insects

Other Male...

Accidental drowning

Excessive heat and insolation

White.

Other.

.Male...

Female.

.Male...

Female.
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Table 13.

—

Deaths (Excluding Stillbirths) by Color with Crude Rates Per
1,000 Population: North Carolina and Each County, 1950

NORTH CAROLINA

Alamance

Alexander

Alleghany

Anson

Ashe

Avery

Beaufort

Bertie

Bladen

Brunswick

Buncombe

Burke

Cabarrus -

CaldweU

Camden

Carteret

Caswell

Catawba.-

Chatham

Cherokee

Chowan

Clay

Cleveland

Columbus

Craven

Cumberland

Currituck..-

Dare

Davidson

Davie

Duplin

Durham

Edgecombe

Forsyth

Franklin

Gaston

Gates

Graham

Granville

Greene

1,317

377

261

1,260

415

1,424

215

565

Place of Residence

),796

373

767

445

1,177

296
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Table 13

—

Continued
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Table 14.

—

Deaths (Excluding Stillbirths) by Color with Crude Rates Per
1,000 Population : Each Incorporated Place Having a Population of 10,000
or More, 1950
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Table 15.

—

Resident Deaths (Excluding Stillbirths) by Cause (Abbreviated

Cause of Death

(Abbreviated List of Selected Causes with Code

Number Opposite Each Cause)

North Carolina

Total White Other

Total—All Causes.

Tuberculosis of respiratory system (001-008)..

Tuberculosis, other forms (010-019)

Syphilis (020-029)

Typhoid fever (040)

Paratyphoid fever (041).

Amebic dysentery (046)

Other forms of dysentery (045,047,048)

Scarlet fever (050) - —
Diphtheria (055) --

Whooping cough (056)

Meningococcal infections (057)...

Acute poliomyelitis (080) --

Smallpox (084)

Measles (085) -

Typhus fever, murine (101)

Rocky Mountain spotted fever (104)

Malaria (110-1 17)

Malignant neoplasms, including lymphatic and hematopoietic tissues (140-205)..

Benign and unspecified neoplasms (210-239) --

Diabetes mellitus (260)

Pellagra (281)

Vascular lesions affecting central nervous system (330-334)

Meningitis, except meningococcal and tuberculous (340)

Rheumatic fever (400-402)

Chronic rheumatic heart disease (410-416)

Arteriosclerotic heart disease, including coronary disease (420)

Nonrheumatic chronic endocarditis and other myocardial degeneration (421 , 422)

.

Other diseases of heart (430-434)

Hypertension with heart disease (440-443)

Hypertension without mention of heart (444-447)

Influenza (480-483)

Pneumonia (490-493)

Bronchitis (500-502) -

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum (540,541)

Appendicitis (550-553)

Hernia and intestinal obstruction (560,561,570)

Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, and colitis (under 2 years) (543, 571 .0, 572, 7G4) ..

Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, and colitis (2 years and over) (543,571.1,572)...

Cirrhosis of liver (581)

Nephritis and nephrosis (590-594) -

Sepsis of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puerperium (640,641,651,681,682,684)...

Other diseases of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puerperium (642-650,652-660

697
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List of 52 Causes) by Color: North Carolina and Each County, 1950

Alamance
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Table 15-
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Num-
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Cabarrus
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Num-
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Craven
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Num-
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Gates
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Num-
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IredeU
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List

Num-
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MitcheU
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Num-
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Person
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Num-
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Stokes
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Num-
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Table 16.

—

Resident Deaths (Excluding Stillbibths) by Cause (Abbreviated
OF 10,000 OB

List

Num-
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List of 52 Causes), by Color: Each Incorporated Place Having a Population
More, 1950

Albemarle
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Table 16—

List

Num-
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Henderson
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Table 16—

Li

Nu
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Shelby
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Table 17.

—

Deaths (Excluding Stillbirths) from

31,389

33,969

42,274

30,947

32,654

29,454

30,821

32,142

33,238

32.548

34,562

32,917

35,782

33,116

31,051

30,547

35,180

33,485

35,630

33,981

31,652

31,904

31,752

29,414

29,971

29.390

28,897

28,724

30,187

30,161

30,675

30,796

46

32

30

26

27

1.02

3,129

2,975

3,029

2,753

2,660

2,492

2,451

2,428

2,497

2,521

2,319

2,238

2,392

2,236

2,143

2,030

1,935

1,956

1,764

1,902

1,765

1,710

1,463

1,492

1.415

1,326

1,257

1,145

1,159

1,096

1,047

1916-1048 data from NOVS reports; 1949 and 1950 from N. C. reports. Data by place of occurrence, 1916-1938;

by place of residence, 1939-1950.

** Includes all accidents except motor vehicle; legal executions included 1916-1929.
••* The international code of the causes-of-death was revised as of 1949 and requires slightly different groupings of

deaths than the previous international code; therefore, the 1949, 1950 death totals are not comparable with previous

years for all categories. The 1949, 1950 totals can be converted to totals comparable with previous years by dividing

the 1949, 1950 deaths in each category by the ratio shown for that category.



North Carolina Public Health Statistics Section

Selected Causes: North Carolina, 1916-1950*

113

Year



114 Annual Report Nineteen Hundred Fifty

Table 17-

Year
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Continued

1916-.

1917

1918

1919

1920

1921

1922

1923

1924

1925

1926

1927..

1928

1929

1930

1931

1932

1933

1934

1935

1936

1937

1938.

1939.

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944...

1945...

1946...

1947

1948

1949»"

1950"*

Coding Ratio

1,312

1,378

1,242

1,210

1,307

2,676

2,931

3,328

2,593

3,063

7,112

7.601

7,686

6,223

1,245

1,350

1,361

1,348

2,880

2,836

2,607

2,773

2,590

6,633

6,510

6,813

7,208

1,371

1,301

1,340

1,307

1,294

2,608

2.760

2,996

2.875

2,619 ,037

1,290

1,153

1,226

1,395

2,381

1,406

1,045

1,100

5,455

5,183

4,977

6,212

5,422

1,466

1,391

1,245

1,312

1,319

1,142

1,067

1,056

1,075

5.247

5,180

5.487

4.676

1,261

827

729

1,260

1,345

1,472

1.491

1,318

1,108

1,050

5,053

4,342

4,416

4,115

3.782

879

827

934

1,096

1.00

1,313

1,424

1,417

1,254

1.191

0.93

653

722

712

669

664

0.99

3.742

3,938

4.057

3,632
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Table 18.

—

Leading Causes of Resident Deaths (Excluding Stillbirths) bt
Age, Color, and Sex: North Carolina, Two-Year Average, 1949 and 1950
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Table 18

—

Continued
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Table 19.

—

Leading Causes of Accidental Deaths by Place of Occurrence:
Population of 10.000
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North Carolina, Each County and Each Incorporated Place Having a
OR More, 1950

Mechanical

suffo-

cation
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Table 19-
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Mechanical

suffo-

cation
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Table 19—
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Mechanical
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catioD
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Table 20.

—

Causes of Accidental Deaths in State with Crude Rates Per
100,000 Population, by Color and Sex: North Carolina, 1950
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Table 21.

—

Resident Infant Deaths by Cause and Age: North Carolina, 1950

International

Code Cause
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Table 22.

—

Resident Infant and Maternal Deaths with Rates Per 1,000
Live Births: North Carolina and Each County, 1950 and

Five-Year Average, 1946-1950
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Table 22

—

Continued

Gaston

Gates

Graham .,

Granville

Greene

Guilford

Halifax ,

Harnett

Haywood

Henderson

Hertford

Hoke.

Hyde

IredeU

Jackson

Johnston

Jones.-

Lee

Lenoir

Lincoln

McDowell

Macon

Madison

Martin..

Mecklenburg-.

MitcheU.

Montgomery .

.

Moore

Nash

New Hanover

.

Northampton..

Onslow

Orange

Pamlico

Pasquotank...

Pender

Perquimans

Person

Pitt

Polk

Infant Mortality

1950

Rate

28.2

35.2

33.0

29.8

40.2

26.1

31.3

40.1

28.6

44.9

46.3

29.0

33.5

46.8

35.7

49.6

41.9

24.7

51.1

31.9

45.1

31.0

23.5

20.8

29.4

45.8

35.3

31.7

29.0

36.1

54.2

31.4

44.2

24.8

1946-50

Av. Rate

33.1

43.9

34.1

35.4

30.3

45.2

30.8

31.3

33.7

47.0

54.7

23.6

33.3

31.3

44.8

34.5

46.7

31.7

38.2

38.3

20.3

32.0

26.4

44.4

45.9

39.1

28.0

42.6

30.0

Maternal Mortality

1950

Rate
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Continued
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Infant Mortality

1950

Rate

1946-50

Av. Rate

Maternal Mortality

1950

Rate

1946-50

Av. Rate

Randolph...

Richmond...

Robeson

Rockingham

Rowan

Rutherford-.

Sampson

Scotland

Stanly

Stokes

Surry

Swain

Transylvania

TyrreU

Union

Vance

Wake

Warren

Washington

.

Watauga

Wayne

Wilkes

Wilson

Yadkin

Yancey

37.9

45.3

37.5

42.7

35.3

36.3

19.9

28.9

41.1

15.7

30.0

25.5

34.3

51.9

34.1

32.8

29.6

38.3

27.6

30.5

33.2

30.5

19.5

44.1

36.3

37.5

42.7

47.6

29.1

51.2

36.1

44.0

44.8

35.2

28.5

52.3

17.6

15.3

37.2

32.7

48.9

21.8

22.9
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Table 23.

—

Resident Live Births, Illegitimates, Stillbirths, Deaths, Infant
WITH Number Occurring in Hospitals: North
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Deaths, and Matbirnal Deaths by Color (Indians Included in "Other")
Carolina and Each County, Urban and Rural, 1950

Deaths
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Table 23—

Hospital lUegitimate

StiUbirths

Hospital

Rural

Chatham

SilerCity

Rural

Cherokee (All Rural).

Chowan

Edenton

Rural

Clay (All Rural).

Cleveland

133

1,202

57

1,050

Kings Mountain.

Rural

Columbus

Whiteville.

Rural

Craven—

New Bern.

Rural

Cumberland...

742

944

273

671

2,329

565

547

206

341

1,083

647

2,233

Fayetteville

Rural

Currituck (All Rural).

Dare (All Rural)

Davidson

1,018

1,311

104

1,279

Lexington

Thomasville...

Rural...

Davie (All Rural) .

.

DupUn (All Rural).

Durham

Durham

Rural...

Edgecombe

Rocky Mount*

1,393

1,151

242

600

200

912

767

145

1,001

154

1,383

1,148

235

539

Tarboro

Rural

Forsyth...

Winston-Salem.

Rural

139

261

2,484

1,528

956

753

1,171

1,066

105

133

206

2,433

1,519

914

•See Nash County for remainder of Rocky Mount.
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Deaths
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Table 23—
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Deaths
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Table 23—
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Table 23-

Hospital Illegitimate Hospital

Chapel Hill

Rural -

Pamlico (All Rm-al)—

.

Pasquotank

Elizabeth City

Rural.- -
Pender (All Rural)....

Perquimans (All Rural)

Person

Roxboro...

Rural.

Pitt

Farmville

Greenville

Rural

Polk (All Rural)

Randolph

Asheboro

Rural

Richmond

Hamlet

Rockingham

Rural

Robeson

Lumberton

Rural

Rockingham

Draper

Leaksville

Reidsville

Rural

Rowan

Salisbury

Spencer

Rural

Rutherford

Forest City

Rutherfordton

Spindale

Rural -

Sampson

Clinton

Rural

Scotland

Laurinburg

84

117

523

1,010

231

779

1,124

62

122

170

770

1,279

327

64

1,218

321

64
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Deaths
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Table 23-
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Deaths
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Table 24.

—

Resident Live Births, Illegitimates, Stillbirths, Deaths, Infant
Deaths, and Maternal Deaths of Indians with Number Occurring in
Hospitals: North Carolina, Each County, Urban and Rural, 1950
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Table 26.

—

Resident Stillbirths by Color and Sex with Rates Per 1,000 Live
Births: North Carolina and Each County, 1950

Grand

Total

24.3

28.9

31.3

22.8

15.0

20.2

24.1

34.8

24.3

25.7

22.2

23.7

17.1

7.7

20.9

32.3

16.8

39.4

13.0

35.7

22.4

18.1

29.4

23.5

23.1

9.0

21.6

14.6

31.2

26.0

23.1

20.8

44.3

17.8

39.6

16.5

32.8

17.3

15.3

10.8

13.2

38.5

24.0

23.0

21.5

Ifi.O

18.5

37.7

15.1

28.6

13.6

39.7

22.6

14.1

25.1

9.5

12.0

37.0

9.6

14.1

10.5

18.6

10.8

11.7

14.9

47.5

15.7

13.7

11.4

21.7

32.6

Male Female

40.1

50.0

30.9

31.2

29.6

16.5

.32.4

28.8

36.4

28.9

27.9

55.6

35.5

47.5

69.3

36.4

45.4

49.3

30.0

33.3

42.3

30.4

51.9

142.9

48.4

51.9



North Carolina Public Health Statistics Section

Table 26

—

Continued

151

Guilford

HaHfax

Harnett

Haywood

Henderson

Hertford

Hoke

Hyde

IredeU

Jackson

Johnston

Jones

Lee

Lenoir

Lincoln

McDowell

Macon

Madison

Martin

Mecklenburg-

MitcheU

Montgomery

-

Moore

Nash

New Hanover

Northampton

Onslow

Orange-

Pamlico

Pasquotank--

Pender

Perquimans.

-

Person

Pitt

Polk

Randolph

Richmond

Robeson

Rockingham.

Rowan

Grand

Total

19.5

29.5

34.0

18.5

28.5

20.0

31.0

32.1

21.0

41.1

35.4

46.8

24.3

34.7

26.4

6.2

16.1

29.6

16.8

25.7

10.4

25.5

18.1

31.5

17.0

33.1

31.7

16.4

44.2

28.7

44.2

26.2

30.6

27.6

19.0

27.7

.30.7

25.6

20.2

White

29.4

16.7

22.2

17.4

7.8

13.9

14.7

34.7

19.1

31.6

22.9

6.5

16.4

29.8

16.3

17.2

10.5

16.6

19.5

11.2

11.1

17.1

24.5

11.3

27.6

15.6

28.4

23.8

12.3

21.2

29.1

16.5

24.9

23.8

18.7

14.9

41.0

42.9

90.9

101.7

21.1

41.4

47.6

41.3

102.6

55.4

52.9

34.8

37.1

41.0

17.0

47.0.

50.2

26.8

37.5

50.5

26.4

67.3

26.5

56.3

43.8

37.9

37.0

33.5

34.3

45.2

39.8

Male Female
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Table 26

—

Continued

Grand

Total

White

Male Female

Rutherford...

Sampson

Scotland

Stanly

Stokes

Surry

Swain

Transylvania.

TyrreU

Union

Vance

Wake. -...-.

Warren

Washington --

Watauga

Wayne

Wilkes

Wilson

Yadkin

Yancey

14.2

26.8

14.1

25.3

19.3

16.9

11.5

5.5

30.5

22.2

39.3

28.2

54.1

13.2

22.4

13.4

14.7

23.5

12.9

19.9

20.3

18.1

5.0

6.0

15.2

19.3

12.7

21.2

22.9

15.7

21.4

10.5

34.2

15.2

55.1

13.9

14.3

31.7

24.3

25.5
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Table 27.

—

Resident Stillbirths by Color and Sex with Rates Per 1,000 Live
Births: Each Incorporated Place Having a Population of 10,000 or More,
1950

Total...

Albemarle

Asheville

Burlington

Charlotte

Concord

Durham
Elizabeth City.

Fayetteville

Gastonia

Goldsboro

Greensboro

Greenville

Henderson

Hickory

High Point

Kinston

Lexington

Monroe.

New Bern

Raleigh

Reidsville

Rocky Mount-

Salisbury

Sanford

Shelby

Slatesville

Thomasville . .

.

Wilmington

Wilson- -.

Winston-Salem

Grand

Total

24.0

34.3

31.2

34.3

28.2

21.6

26.6

32.0

16.4

16.1

14.2

15.0

37.3

44.4

10.4

24.7

37.1

23.6

17.4

35.5

29.4

27.4

10.8

24.4

14.5

25.7

17.2

13.8

23.9

19.3

27.0

26.8

19.2

16.4

11.3

18.7

6.3

28.4

20.9

12.3

18.9

20.1

14.7

17.6

13.4

12.2

14.2

11.5

13.2

16.4

Male Female

41.7

153.8

42.7

77.8

49.3

40.4

49.6

64.8

25.4

16.1

32.7

43.7

47.1

31.9

76.9

12.3

63.1

57.1

37.0

31.9

26.1

23.0

66.7

26.3

14.3

34.7

Male Female
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Table 28.

—

Resident Stillbirths by Age of Mother, Color, and Attendant
WITH Percentage Distribution: North Carolina, 1950














